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On Israel-Palestine, Obama's Job Isn't Over
The outgoing president has a chance to lay a strong foundation for the future.

Shlomo Brom and Shimon Stein

November 8, 2016

Resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict started as a high-priority issue on the Obama
administration’s foreign-policy agenda almost eight years ago. A special envoy was
appointed, and President Obama made a determined—albeit wrongly formulated—
effort to deal with the Israeli settlements, which he perceived as a major obstacle. But
now, eight years later, the prospect of moving towards a two-state solution seems as
distant as ever. Instead, the Israelis and the Palestinians are sliding consistently
toward a one-state reality, which is not a solution, but a recipe for never-ending war
between the two peoples, and most probably the path to an apartheid state. We are not
yet there, but we are dangerously approaching such a situation—which may be
irreversible.
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